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Synopsis of the Plot 

When Frederic was a l i ttle boy, his nurse, Ruth, was 

told to apprentice him to a pilot. Mistaking the word, she 

apprenticed him to a pirate instead, then, realizin~ her mis­

take, joined the pirate band as a maid of all work. Althou~h 

Frederic loathed the trade to which he had been bound, he 

dutifully served, and as the curtain rises, his indentures 

are nearly over and he is preparing to leave the band and 

devote himself to the pirates' extermination. 

Before leaving, he ur~es the pirates to ~ive up their 

evil trade, but to no avail. Ruth, however, wishes to become 

his wife. Frederic, havin~ been constantly at sea since he 

was ei~ht years old, does not realize how plain Ruth is, and 

tentatively a~rees to take her. 

Just then, a ~roup of ~irls, all wards of the Major­

General Stanley, appear. Frederic sees their beauty and, 

appalled by Ruth's deception, renounces her. One of the ~irls, 

Mabel, takes a particular interest in Frederic. and he in her. 

The other ~irls are seized by the pirates and threatened with 

immediate marria~e. Finally the Major-General appears, and 

tricks the pirates into freeing the girls by claimin~ that 

he is an orphan. 

Unfortunately. this lie so troubles the Major-General 

that he spends the ensuing days and nights broodin~ in a 

ruined Chapel. Meanwhile, Frederic plans to lead a band of 

police a~inst the pirates. Before he is able to carry this 

out, Ruth and the Pirate Kin~ appear and inform him that he 

is still bound to serve the pirates: since he was born on 

February 29, he has had only five birthdays, and his inden­

tures run until his twenty-first birthday. Obeying his 

strong, sense of duty, Frederic immediately rejoins the pirates. 

He tells them of the deception that has been practised upon 

them and they soon capture the Major-General. 

But the police come to the rescue and make a plea to 

the pirates' own sense of duty. The pirates yield but are 

pardoned when their true identity is revealed. They marry 

the girls and all live happily ever after. 
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THE SLAVE
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OVERTURE 

ACT I 

A ROCKY SEASHORE ON ·rHE COAST OF CORNWALL 

1. OPENING CHORUS AND SOLO 

2. SONG (Ruth) 

). SONG (Pirate Kin~ and Chorus) 

4. RECITA'riVE AND DUET 
(Ruth and Frederic) 

S. CHORUS OF GIRLS 

6. RECITATIVE (Edith, Kate, 
Frederic, ~nd Chorus) 

7. ARIA (Frederic and 
Chorus of Girls) 

8. AIR (Mabel and Chorus) 

9. (Edith, Kate, ~nd 
Chorus of Girls) 

10. DUET (Mabel, Frederic, and 
Chorus of Girls) 

11. (Frederic and Chorus of Girls 
and Pirates) 

12. RECITATIVE (Mabel, Major-

Pour, oh pour, the pirate sherry 

When Fred'r1c was a little lad 

Oh, better far to live and die 

Oh! false one, you have deceived me 

Climbing over rocky mountain 

Stop, ladies, pray! 

Oh! is there not one maiden breast 

Poor wand'rin~ one 

What ou~ht we to do? 
gentle sisters, say! 

How beautifully blue the sky 

Stay, we must not lose our senses 

General, Samuel, Chorus) Hold, monsters! 

13. SONG (Major-General and Chorus) I am the very model of a 
modern Major-General 

14. FINALE-ACT I (Ensemble) Oh! men of dark and dismal fate 

Intermission: 15 minutes 

, 



.. of ~en'Z.-ance 
OF DUTY 

ACT II 

A RUINED CHAPEL BY MOONLIGHT 

1. SOLO (Mabel and Chorus) Oh! dry the ~list'nin~ tear 

2. RECITATIVE (Frederic and Now, Frederic, let your escort 
Major-General) lion-hearted 

). CHORUS, WITH SOLOS (for 
Mabel, Edith, Sergeant) When the foeman bares his steel 

4. RECITATIVE AND TRIO Now for the pirates' lair 

5. TRIO (Ruth, Frederic, and Kina;) \-.'hen you had left our pirate fold 

6. TRIO (Ruth, Frederic, and Kin~) Away, away, my heart's on fire! 

?. RECirATIVE AND DUET All is prepared! your ~allant 
(Mabel and Frederic) crew await you! 

8. DUET (Mabel and Frederic) Stay, Frederic, stay! 

9. RECITATIVE (Mabel, 
Chorus of Police) No, I'll be brave! Oh, family descent 

10. SONG (sergeant and Chorus) When a felon's not en~~ed 
in his employment 

llo SOLO (Sergeant and Chorus of 
Pirates and Police) A rollickin~ band of pirates we 

12. SOLO (Samuel and 
Chorus of Pirates) With cat-like tread 

13. (Frederic, Kin~. Major-General, 
Police, and Pirates) Hushl hush! not a word 

14. SONG AND FINALE (Ensemble) Sighing softly to the river 

TIME: 

Mid 19th century 
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Sullivan transformed 

it into a l~nd comedy, The Pirates of Penzance . It was simultaneously 

premiered at Paignton in England and ~t the Fifth Avenue Theatre in 

New York on Dec . 31, 1879 . The Americans promptly pirated "Come , 

friends who plough the sea" which became the univers~l drinking song , 

"Hail , hail the gqng ' s all here ." Although Frederic is now t wenty-

eight and a half ~nd Mabel is one hundred and eight, Pirates remains 

a favourite of Gilbert and Sullivan audiences everywhere . 
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AN ENTIRELY NEW AND ORIGINAL 
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lt's open season on great inno­
vations ... a year when 
personality and your individual 
way of life inspire your choice 
of fashion. 

So join the individuals. You'll 
have a fabulous fashion time. 
Find the inseparable accessories 
that pull your personal look 
together. Then be inventive as 
you like. There's full scope for 
bright imaginations in the 
current fashion scene at 
Eaten's. 

l•a&J,I Banque Canadienne Nationale 
la banque qui a le souci de satisfaire sa clientele 






